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] MODERN LIVING

550 St. Clair St. Will Bring Luxurious Modern Boutigue Living to
Heart of Michigan Avenue
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INSTEAD OF FOCUSING on deve loping a conventional residen-
tial floor plan that would accommadate cookic-cutter-style units,
the Chicage architecture firm Brininstool + Lynch L, decided
that the 112 apartments in a small condomini building off

The layouts of the studios, onc-, two., three-bedroom and  Above: The high-rise 550 5. Clair 51
building i going up right in the heart

wnthouse units will have more Howing plans, with multiple
I L | L «f Michigan Avenue shopping.

entries and pocket doors providing flexibility between rooms. “A
hed

orad

Mirhigan Avenue om St Street should reflect the firm's more
individualistic modern acsthetic, as well as the prospective high-
end buyers' desire for unique interiors, says firm principal David
Brininstool “If you go into most projects, the Noor plans are driven
by a unit count and all sorts of efficiencies that harm the design.
We wanted these units 1o reflect a richness of design in a progres-

sive manner,” says Brinstool, whose firm also designed Gallery 24
of the Art Institute of Chicago and the Racine Art Museum,

might become a media room, den,
savs Brininstool. Terraces also will be a much wider 8 so that
they can be better used for living, and shiding glass doors o
interior rooms will increase the fecling of spaciousness. Finishes

throughout will be at a very high-end with Brazilian cherry on
floors in living areas and bedrooms. For bathrooms, owners will
get to choose berween a “light” package of Italian carrera marble
on walls and floars or a “dark” charcoal slate package. Kitch-
ens will be fitted with ltalian cabinetry with high-end Sub-Zero
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Above: The labby is an elegant expanse with seating. and Bosch appliances integrated into them for a
scamless look.
Much of the

detail came from the firm’s experience in build

Below: A typical floor plan.

nspir.ﬂi()ll for the attention to

ing custom single-family homes. “*We took that
thinking and applied it to a residential develop-
ment. We felt such ideas hadn’t been readily

2~y accommodated on this scale,” Brininstool says.
Because the architecture firm and devel-
oper believed they were selling an “efficient
lifestyle,” as much as a design package,
they also included a two-lane indoor

l.1|) p:m|, hL'par.lll' fitness center,

and shared outdoor terrace to pare
the need to go elsewhere to exercise or
&

unwind, Brininstool savs.

The building’s smaller scale also suits its
tony ncighhnrhlmd. l|1(;‘.1g|1 exterior materials
echo the cutting-edge interior design and some
of the newer construction in the area. While the
majority of the facade has floor-to-ceiling backlit
translucent glass, floors two through seven are

parking levels. Yet the double metal walls used

38  i4design - fall.06

Ll | - N

on the lower floors (mmmll.lgc well cars, ramps,
and gu.lrd rails and reflect :-'11t1|ig|‘|1. |ig|‘lls of
sm-mumling I>ui]:|ing.~, and street |ight.~" “Those
floors don't say ]\.n'l-:ing,'" Brininstool says.

The site's Tocation with proximity to stores,
restaurants, muscums, and ofhces has pmw:i a
decided drawer for the “urban achievers” whom
Brininstool says are i!ul\'ing. .-\]rcady, 80 percent
ol units have been purchased, despite occupancy

still a little less than a vear away.

Where: 550 St. Clair St.

Architecture Firm: Brininstool+Lynch Ltd.
Developer: Sutherland Pearsall Development Corp.
Number of Floors: 26

Completion Date: Summer 2007
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